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Pleaſant Hiſtory of 


CAWWOOD the ROORK. 


OR, 
The Aſſembly of Birds, with the ſeverall 
« Speeches which the Biros made to the EAGLE, 


in hope to have the Government in his abſence: 


And laſtly, how the ROO K was banithed ; with the Rea- 
ſon why crafty Fellows are called ROOKS. 
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Pleaſant Hiſtory 


of Cawwood the Rook. 


CHAP. I. 


A the beat of Summer, when fhe 
Mods were lined with pleaſant 
ſþave, and filled with the cheer full 
MWuſfck of the feather'd Queriſt⸗ 
ers, Jt hapned that the Eagle,the 
royal King of Birds, intending ta 
leabe off his gobermnent a while, 
6 to libe ſolitary in the Deſarts of 
Arabia, made a Pꝛoclamation to 

be dzawne in this manner. That ſ&ing he purpoſed foz 

fome reaſons beſt known unto bimſelf, to retire unto the 

Arabian Deſart, 6 foz ſome few Monthes to leabe off all 

rule and dominion ; he therefoze tendzing the welfare of 

bis Subjects, and being __ they might not lack y 
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The Hiſtory of Camnud the Rook, 


in his abſence to adminiſter Juſtice unto them, thought 
«od to ſigniſte his Royall Mill and Pleaſure, which was, 
that all Birds, of what name, colour, oz dear& ſoeber, 
(ould repair unto che Md, called Sylvia; and that there 
be pur poſed to chuſe ene amongſt them to rule the reſt, who 
could declare himſelf to be moſt woꝛthy in merit and deſert, 
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Bird:: It was no ſoner made known thꝛough all thickets; 
hedges, and bufby fie los where Birds doe reſoꝛt, but wat pze- 
ſentliy their hearts were inflamed with ambition, eber p one 
' deliring to pꝛobe himſelf wozthp of the Mice⸗regency oz 
 goberrment, during the retiring of the King. So that in a 
ſpoꝛt time there were come unto the Court of Sylvia, Rus» 
dert the Robin, Mavis the Magpie, Philip the — 
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The Hiſtory of Cavwood the Rook, 


che Blackbird, Starling, and Jackdaw, with Philomel the. 


Nightingall, Tom Ticmouſe, Parvis theWren, Spincke 
the Finch, Colamber che Dove, and Maybird th? Cucko, 
with many others which came wich pzepared ſpcches to 
make knowne their own twozth. But now pe Eigle 
babing ſeated himſelf on a high Cedar tre, degan to 
lk dow upon the Afﬀſemblie of Birds, wood fate upon 
the lower boughes round about him, and by the piercing 
quickneſſe o? his ee, he (an perceived that his coſen Ra- 
pax the Hiws, wyo was ſomewhat a bin unte bim, and 
Cawwood the Kook wete only abſent. Ba that befoze 
be would make known bis minde unts. them, he ſent 
Flywell the Buzzard fog his caſen R pax the Hawk, and 
Cawwood the Rook? and withall fearing that the 
Hawk kept out of the wap, becauſe he had committed 
many outrages. upon the ſmaller birds, be ſent bim a 
free pardon foz all bis fozmer offences, bidding Fiy well 
to command him to come away with all ſpeed. 
Tbe M.rtall. 

Here is no man hath ſo mean a conceit of himſelf, 

but he thinks he deſerveth honour and preferment, 
as may appear by the Wren and the ſmall Birds, who all 
reſorted to the Court upon the Eagles Proclamation to 
make the worthieſt Vice-regent in his abſence, Tho 
Hawk and the Rook keeping away from Court ; doth 
ſh2w that a guilty conſcience is a ſelf accuſer, and ma- 
keth men afraid to come in light, eſpecially at any publike 

meet ing. 
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CHAP, II. 


How Fly well the Buzzard carried a pardon to Rapax the 
Hiwk, and ho the Hawk and the Rook requited 
bim for his paines 

O ſoyner pad Flywell the Buzzard tide the Pardon 
Awith a #ring round _ his neck, but ſtraight = 
I t 
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The Hiſtory of C aunooa the Rok, 


tehde wing, and flew away to a Mod fome thzee miles off, 


to which be knew the Hawke, and the Rooke did uſe ts 
reſort, and there accoꝛdingly he ſon met with them, and 
delibered the Pardon fo the Hawke, telling him that tþe 
King out of bis fre mercy, had ſent him a Pardon foz all 


his fozmer blody fects, wiſting bim te obey the fozmer 


Pꝛoclamation, and to make all þaſte that could be to come 
unto the Court. The Hawke toke the Pardon, and ha⸗ 
bing read it, be gabe Flywell the Buzzira manp thankes, 


foz that he being ſo ſþozt of wing, had toke the painfs to 


bing him theſe good tidings, and ſo walking affde with 
Cawwood the Rooke, es if they had conſulted about go» 
ing to the Court; the Hawke told the Rooke that this 
Buzzard, (albeit he was a kin unto him) was a ſhame and 
diſgrace unts all Hawkes, being a Coward, and not da⸗ 
ring to ceaſe on anp thing but dead Carrion, oz ſome 
fcattered guts, oz to take childzens bzead and butter out 
of their hands, all which doe ſþeww the baſeneſſe of his 
bzeding, and chat he neber came out of the true Neft oz 
Airp of the Hawkes; and therfoze friend Rook, ſ&ing 
thou haſt ben accounted a cuning Politician in thy 
dapes, J would intreat the fo inftruct me in ſome debiſe 
how we might make him away, and yet habe no hand 
in the matter. The Rook ſcratching his head with one 
of his claws, uod ſtill a while, till at laſt turning to the 
Hawke, he told him, that there was a new inbention come 
into bis bzain bow to make away the Buzzard, and 
ſet bim going with a pewder, After this thep returned 
again unto Flywcll the Buzzard, who never ſuſpected 
what they bad confrib'd againſt him, but complained un- 
to them that he had gotten a great cold in his head, by 
fAlping ſo farre in a rafny dap, b& being only uso to 
haunt Warrens, and there to flie from one old tree to ano- 
ther, and fo paſſe away the time. But no ſconer had the 
Rook heard him ſap that be had gotfen a cold, but ber 
pꝛeſently took hold ofthe eccafion, telling him that there 
was no better medicine fog a cold than warmth, and 
therefore 
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therfdze if be would but tie his head about with a cloath - 
be tþould finde that the rheum would peeſently boyd it 
ſelf, and run out of his beake ina great abundance, 
The Burzard being fult ot pain with the headach, con- 
ſented thereunto, fo that the Rook bery carefully and 
cuningly tyed a clout round about his head, and fo bid 
him flie to the next tree, The fooliſh Buzz ird thinking be 
could finde out the wap foz all he was blindfolded, tot 
wing, and flew directly againſt the body ofa great Dake, .. 
which beat him backe ſo biolently, that be came flutte- 
ring thzough the boughes, till at laſt he caught hold on 
one of them with his talons, and ſo habing pearch d him⸗ 
| relf, he thought to it there, till the Hawk and the Rock. 
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his learned Phiſſtinns did come unto him ; but they flew 
unto another: tree from whence they might behold the 
Buzzud fitting very denurelp by bimtelt, But he — 
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Ihe Hiſtory of Canwoadthe Fock. 
not ſate there long, when it hapned that one came by with 
a. birding perce, and perceibing ſo fair a mark, went 
tewards him, and taking his atm gabe fire. and ſþot the 
' Buzzard that he came tumbling down ſtark dead Which 
when the Rook e the Hawk perceibed, thep flew away 
toward the Court; the Hawk being bery glad that his 
Couſen Buzzard was bzought to this end and ſo gibing the 
Rook many thankes foz inbenting this debiſe which 
bad fo luckily toe effect, they both flew together to the 

Court. | 
Toe Morra h. 
ay are ſo blindfolded that they cannot diſcern dan- 
Oger before it come upon them, as may appear by the 
Buzzard, who ſate blindfolded in the tree, till the Fowler 
came by and ſhot him. The Hawk bringing his Coſen 
Bazz rd to an untimely death; ſheweth, that the rich 
doe deſpiſe their poor kindred, and ſo doe expoſe them 

to danger, 


——— — 


CHAP, III. 


How Rzopax the Hauk, and Cawwood the Rook came 


tO the Couit, and how the Exgle declared unto. che 
Birdes the reffon why he called them together. 
| 


T We Ezgle being, as befoze , mounted upon a Cedar, 
all the 1Bfrds ina circle ſat round about him, making 
ſuch a charm of ſeberall notes, tunes and ditt ies, ihat 
if vou had heard them, you would habe (wozn you bad 
neber beard the like. As they were thus ſitting together 
in came the Hawk and the Rook with nimble wing, 
and twk their place amongſt the other Birds. Aud ſo 
the Hawk having made obepſance to the King, began in 
an eloquent ſpeech, to amplifie the Kings mercy, who had 
not only granted him a free pardon foz all his fozmer 
bloody offences but alle ſafe protection'ta: come _ — 
| | ace, 
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The Hiſtory of Camwood the Rsoł. 


place. Suf the Eagle eut him off in bis ſpeech, ſaying, Co- 
ten, J hope my mercy ſþall find that reward which 3 
expect, which is, that you will amend pour life, foz thut 
is the beſt way to gibe me tþankes, and. ſatisfre the 
whole commonwealth of Birds, who elſe, thaugh they 
dare not ſpeak yet openly, pet in tbeic hearts. they will 
condemne me of injuſtice, foz remitting the bloody mur⸗ 
tbers, and ſlaughters of mp ſubjects which you habe day⸗ 
ly committed, But I habe, other matters to declare un- 
to pou, and therefoze J would bhabeyou gibe attention, and 
ſo wich his Scepter which be beld in one of his talens) 
making a ligne unte them fox ſtlence. Pe began his 
Koyall ſpeech in tis manner: My lobing Subjects, it 
behobech a Uing to be care full of his Subjects, eben from 
the higheſt to the loweſt ; I therefoze doe here confeſle, 
that ail mp ſubjects are equally deare unts me, ſo chat 
my Couſtn the Hawk is not moze-deare unto me than 
the little Wren. At behobeth me therefoze that as J 
habe made known mp purpoſe unto you by mp-P2ocla- 
mation, which is, to leave mp Court of Sylvia and fly 
info tbe ſolftary Deſarfs of Arabia; ſo it is neceſſarp fox 
the eſtabliſhing of peace andquiet in my abſence, that 
teabe one to rule and goberne ober pouz and to this end A 
babe called you tothis Aſſembly, that wbþatſoeber Bird 
among you can probe hiniſelf co be the woꝛtbieſt, either 
by parentage, merit oz Deſert, 62 any other wap, bim J 
will make King in my abſence. Zherefoze tet ebeop one 
ſpeak toldip in the behalf of themſelbes, and urge what 
reaſons they cas in their owne pꝛactiſe. The Birds hea- 
ring this began to clap their wings and wich chirping 
and chattering gabe a great applauſe to the Eagles 


free. 
The Mo rtall. 
Hat when a wicked offender receives mercy, either 
91 fromthe King or a Magiſtcate, he cannot ſhew more 
Thankefalnefſs than by amending his life; for ſo the 
Kiogly Eagle told his _ Rapax the Hawk, — 
2 X 
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Th: Hiſtory of Exiweod 'the Rook, 
evght to take care of chelr Subjects in their abſence, 28 
Fan che Eagles Speech to the Commanalty of- 


Birds, whoſc re joycing thera, does ſhew.how accepea- 


ble the gracioi Speech 2 2 King is to his loving lad ect N 


How Parvis the Wren made a ſpeech unto the Eagle. 


| Te: Wren all this while ſate upon tþoenes, though. 


indeed ſhe were now upon a higher tre than eder 


fpe was in her life befoze, being alwayes wont to creepe-. 
and prep in the hedge bottome, and therfoee it ſ@mes - 
that the height of the tro had put high conceits into ber 
bead. 20 what pertzing up ber ſelf. and getting upon a 
fall twigge, from whence ſhe might beſ@n of all the. 
rvempany, ſre began moſt earneftly to deſire the Ringly 
Eagle to mate her his ſubſtitute ; fox fayes ſbe-ough A. 


am but a Wren, and of a ſmall body, pet my heart is as 


bigge as the beſt ? and foꝛ my wit and policp, you may 
die it in building mp neſt, and the wozkemanſþip theref. . 


And therefoze though J am leaſt of Birds, pet if you 


pleaſe, A ſbinke my ſelf woꝛchp to bear the greateſt au- 


woꝛzity among the Birds. The wren would ſtill habe gon 
en, being all heart and tongue; but that the Ezgle com- 
minded Rupert the Rabin te ſpeabe next. 
The Morrall. 

His ſheweth that men of leaſt deſert will put 

themſelves moſt forward, as is ſeen by the wren 
4 —— herſell before all other Bids, and the res ſen 
is becau ſe thoſe that have the leaſt worth, have che 
- greateſt opinion of themfclver, | 


How Rubert the Robin ſpake to the Eagle. 


M 102d the Eagle. J hope Rubert the Robin is not 
unknowne unto you, whom men, Women, and 
thildzen, doe lebe, honour, and — * Perce is diſ- 
e onthe me, no ſnare ſet fo me, fo that J 100 

ith. 
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The Hiſtory of camtad the Wok. 
With ſafetie into þouſes, butteries, and cellers, becaufe 


no man will hurt a Robin. The reafoiwby F am belob- 
ed is fog mp courfeffe and familfarity towards men ,foz if 


I finde a dead body in the Mods, Fandebe ret of me tet 
does doe bury it wich Polls and Leaves, and fox this] 
am called the Sexton of the wd? Betides, J fing in 
Canter, neither can the coldeſt frofts put me downe, 
when all the other Birds like cowarvs criep intobuſþes, 
I tberefoze habing the better heart, and being general 
iy belobed, doe know no reaſon why J may nit goberne 


the Common- wealth of Birds in poar ropall abſence. 


The Morral. 
Tz is ſome Argument of worth in our ſelves when we 
are beloved of othete, s appeares by the ſpeech of Ru-. 
bob the Robin, who urges it 48 a praiſe uns himſelf to 
e i of men. 


The Onles Speech. 


_ ie being not inthole times afraid of tho other” 


Wirds,but eſteemed an à grabyCounſeller, began to 


ſpeake vext ; but with tuch a below boyce, as no man 


could underſtand him, pet ſome of his woꝛds were fo this: 
purpoſe. Pap it pleaſe pour ropall Eacfleſþip; the Mie 


was belobed of Pallas, and the Lzcodemonians did cone 


tbeir mony with the ftampe and picture of an'Obvle, (@ 


much did the Lacedemonians lobe me. But the Wirds des⸗ 


ring the Dwieſpeak of the Lacedemonianr, they fell all 
into a confuſed chirping oz laughter, fo: that the wle, 


without tabing. any lea be flew away, and ever fince that 


time bath bidchis head in an old Jby trie, being'aſbames 
ol dap · light, and ſhuning the company of the othov Birds. 


The Morrall. 
Hat when men willfirive to ſhew — at unſes 
* fongble times, it males them prove rid us ap» 
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| 2 Ned e the _ who was born; nc forhis lexrned 
Lacedemonians, 


The Hiſtory of cant then, 


The Spe ech oſ Philoiel the Nightiogal, 


Fier the Dwte was laughed out of countenance ; 

The Nighcingall began to delight their eares wich 
per ſwft harmontous 'boyce-; and no ſoner had ſhe fra- 
med her ſelfto ſpeak, but the Birds were ready to five 
attendance. to her -ſp&ch-; which was in this manner. 
Moſt ropall Soberatgn,. if I. ſpould declare mp ſozrowes 
which J -recozd by. night, making the Thoꝛne my Songs» 
booke, J bnow it would mobe pou to comp:MNionate mp 
unjuſt rabiſhment; fog know, that J was daughter to a 
Ring, and rabiſþed by my Siſter Prognes huſband, called 
Tere neus, and afterward by fome ſtrange power, we w: re 
all changed into Birds; Terentus into a Lapwing, mp 
Siſter Progne into a Swallow, and J Philomel into a 
Nightingall, wbo till in lamentable tunes, ſetting mp 
breſt a gainſt a thozne, J warble fozth my owne greife. 
And ſeing every bird hath fre liberty to pꝛaiſe her ſelf, I 
map bololp ſap, that J am the honour of the Mods, "be 
darling of the Spzing;the Lobers joy; foz young men and 
maides will walke out together to heare my notes, and if 
they beare me befoze Map · bird the Cuckoo, thep are in 
go bope they ſpall eniop their 1wet hearts that ptere. J 
am called Ph:lomel foę my melodious firaines, my body 
is little, my bopce is loud, to that one ſaid of me, Vox es 
prxterea nihil : That I was only a voyce and nothing elſe. 
JFfiherefoze my great birth. my fozmer wꝛongs, oz plea- 
ſant tunes habe any power. —— mp merit, JF hope 
be Cropan and Sceyter may be wozth\'y. refgned unto 
we, ha hing bien ſometime a Rings ren pere · 
foze; fit to he made Qumm of the Mo. | 

Toe Morrab. 
Njured vertue is pittied of. all men; which'imade phi- 
mel declare the ſtory of her raviſhment, and hy the 

Birds, giving ſo: diligebc: attention unte her, js ſne wied 


that well delivercd ſpeectchatha great:powet' bver the 
Hind: and affections. 2 2 
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©; The Cuckooes Speech. 
Apbird the Cuckoo, habing heard the (wee fed 
which Philomel had made, thinking be could babe 
made as god himſelf, fo pet be had not ſuckt ſo manp 
cages to make him hoarſe, and therefoze getting upon 
a bared bougb, he began to wipe his beake, and rubbe it 
upon the tre, after wards be fluttered his wings, and at 
133, fetching his bzeath as if he meant to make a long 
ſacecb, be began in this manner. Gzeat King, J am the 
Cuckoo, Cuckoo, Cuckoo, & ſo he could goe no further but 
ſtill cried Cuckoo, Cuckoo, whereat all the other Birds 
laugb'o, end the Cuckoo wes much diſmayd, and ſince 
then be will never be ſen of the Birds but onlp in Mays - 
and fo that reaſon he is called the Mey bird. 
's The cMaonrall,. 
”'T His ſhewes:that great preparations, have ſmali per- 
formances, and that thoſe whoſe brair et ſeem to be 
in labour with a Mountaine, doe at laſt bring forth a 
Mouſe, as. may be perceived by Maybicd the Cuckoo, 
who made them beieeve that ;the hid great mgriers to 
ſpeak; and at laſt could ſay nothing but Cuckoo, Cuckoo, 
and ſo was laugh'd at for her paine. 
The Spcech of Corvino the Crmad 
Men the Cuckoo bad ended with ſpame, as 
ſhe began with great oftentation. Then Corvi- - 
no the Crow ſtod up, and told them be was a great Airo- 
loger, habing knowledge in the influence of the ſtarree,the 
ſpiftings of the winds, the change of the weather, alt 
which he made knowae unto men by bopce, ſo that the 
nn 3 are wont io ſap, 
When the Crow doth cry amaine, . 
Then you may be ſure of raine. . + 
Beſtbes, mp craft and cunning it is ſuch, that J am ſel- 
dom inſnar's and bzought to ruine, and therefoze A ought 
fo2 mp policy to be pzefer'd. Af a bozſe chance to die, J am 
pzeſently upon his bones; oz ifa Lambe oz ſhiep be weak, 


and 


The Hiſtory of (ammo the M 
and from thence ds hear how the Þbepheards curfe te; 
but pet foꝛ all that I thzive the better. If therefoze ic 
o2 knowledge in affaires may enable one foe publike go-. 
bernment, you mey make me pour ſubititut, e veltver the 
Crown unto the Crow, foz to him it belongeth, if deſert 
map bear it awap. Toe Morrall. - 
T Hoſe that have no knowledge, will preſume many 
times to be profeſſors of Arts, ſo chat every Arc hath 
ſome ignorant fellowes, who will pretend to have skill 
therein, 28 Mountebankes will needs be Phiſitians, and 
fellowes with alittle Lattine will needs be Schotlers, 
as the Crow, becauſe he cries ſomtimes beſore raine, 
would therefore needs be an Aſtrologer. 
The Speech of Mavis the Magpy. 
'S; He Magpy after this began to chattet out her minde 
ta ping, he was once a King and ſo was (hanged into 
a Pye, and therefoze he might now againe be changed 
from a Pie into a King. Wefides, ſaith he, J babe been 
alwayes eil emed as a Peet, ſoz I can make Uerſes, and 
thatter them out ſv faſt that vou would wonder at it. and 
I ran tell pou the Commonwealth of birds habe much de⸗ 
lighted in mp Songs and Ditties, being excelent Ahyme 
with ſome reafon,and there foꝛe J thinke they habe reaſon 
0 — and ſoꝛ pete of my shi ou — beare 
Although am no Iacked sw, 
Nor houſe Crow that cryeth Caw. 
Yet I ama Magpie, 
. That can make ſweet melody. 
And ling ſo in my mothers tongue, 
That ell birds (hall admire my ſongs. 
And no foner had he ſpoke theſe Uerfes;but the Magpie 
firing the virds laugh at him, be woze*thep were berp 
god tines, and that they had no moze wit . Wood: 
Cockes, 0 * they would habe ats d them. 
The Morrall. 
Eeauſe this Morra!ll will — Mag- 
pies in the world, 1 will deliver the Morrall i = 
erſes 


I) Was 


The Hiſtdry of Cano the Rock, 
Verſes out of Perſius the Poet, treating of the fame matters. 
Corvos Poe tas, & poelrias picat, 
( antare credas, Pegaſcium melot. 
Crow Poets, and Poeticke pies, 
Doe think they make ſweet Mellodies, 
The Speech of Anſer the Gooſe. 
-. Fter this, Anſer the Gooſe, and Coby the Cock, ba- 
bing by chance heard the Pzoclamation as they were 
ſtanding under a hedge, they cane flying thitber, but being 
not able to light upon a tre the Gooſe and the Cock ſtod at 
the bottome of the tr& ; which when tbe Eagle perceived, he 
cane down to them, and all the birds ſate round about ypon- 
the ground. Then the Gooſe began to ſpeak in this man- 


uer. Albeft I am eſteemed a cowardly bird, becauſe when J 


goe under a barne doze J ſtoope down my head, yet I can 
Cpedk much in mp owne bebalf: foz to begin with foznicr- 
times J only by my gagling boyce ſab o the Capitoll of Rome 
from being taken by the enemy, as J know pour Exgleſhip | 
bath read in hiftozyes : beſides, if J come unto theſe times, 
hows could the Lawr!ers Clarks oz Scrivbener- make be 
po countrimen pap foz their Law, unleſſe I lent them 
quills to wꝛite their bills and bonds, So that J thfnke the 
G:aygoſe wing may be as much feared now, as in the old 
time when they headed their arrows wich mp feathers : fo? 
then man times the p loſt their lives, now their lands. while 
the ſhepe affchzos the parchment, and I affo2d ihe pen, wich 
which the Pꝛodigali ſets his band to the ſeate, o2 Mozgage 
of his whole Patrimony. Belides, J habe a great many 
two legg'd kindzed in the ws2!d, who pet ſcoꝛne ta acknow⸗ 
ledge me, but the woz!d $nowes them to be Gele. And 
therefoze corfÞdering how necefſary J am, Jh pe pou wil! 
gibeme pzebeminence above the other birds: After hfin the 
Cock ſpake as felloweth. 
Coby the Cocks Speech. 
m Coby the Cock, oz the bird of Mars, J fight ſingle 
combats, and from the Gockpit I beare away tbe bloody 
idm: I am the Country Clocke, and tell the Maides 
when tis time to ite, A call up the labourer to his wozke, and 
naoclaime 
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pꝛo claime day-light ober the whole wozld, J am lobing to my 


hens, reſpected of my Dame that kœ pes me, and fed with 
the beſt bar ley ſbe could get, and in requitall J tread her bens 
luſtilp, and make them lap egges. To conclude, J am come 
of a generous kind, being the trie Embleme of balour, and 
ſo neceſſary that the wozId could not tell bow fo doe foz 
Egges at ſbzobetide if the Cock ſpeuld faile. And tbere- 
foze if the matter might be decided by boyces> J know the 


Country wibes would deſtre to habe me made King, foz they 


voc a 1 love a go treading Cock, 
| | The Iackdawes Speech, 


+ i Hough J am laſt to take boldneſſe to ſpeak, pet A 


bope you will confider that J am an excellent Linguiſt, 


and habe the knowledge of many Languages, ſo that ohen 


ive Jackdawes are got together about aſteple, we make a 


ſhattering naiſe like ſo many Welchmen. Beſides, , J babe 
ſene rich treaſure which lies hid in the crowne of a tree, as 


namely,beades, tagges of points, pewfer ſpones, and dt- 
vers other things, which J meant to preſent unto pour E2- 
uſeſbip, foz it is my nature ts hide whatſoeber J find. Bee 
ſides. fo my Language (as I ſatd befoze) J can ſtesk La- 
tin, Geck, Y2bzew, French, Italian as eaſily as my mother 
tongue, but indeed few can underſtand me, and thcrefoze J 
doe loſe that pꝛaiſe which J deſerbe. Yoweber, J hope you 
will cenſtder mp wozthinefſ?, and place me as your ſubſti- 
tute, during the tjme that pour Eagleſþip ſpall be abſent in 
the D:ſart of Arabia, And ſ@ ends Jackdaw, pꝛaping fog 
pour long life, and to give you a taſte of my Languages, 
Levat le Roy Tov (tov falicifftmum. 


CHAP, IV. 


How the Eagle having heard the Birds ſeverall ſpeeches 
did make a ſpeech to them 8gaine, and at laſt made his Co- 
fin Rzpax the Hawk Vice - regent in his abſence. 
Tz Eagle like a wiſe King habing all this while collected 
the chief matter of their ſpeeches, be began to ſpeak 
unto them in this manner. Wy lobing Subjects, * — 
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heard what you babe ſpoken in the bebalf of your ſelbes. 
Wou Robert babe pleaded well for your ſelf, and ſs 
babe you Lady Philomel, and all the reſt, whole names 
foz bzebity ſake A omif. But yet you babe not ſhewed me 
any bertues woꝛchy of ro pall dignity . Foz in that Philo- 
mel was a Kings daughter, and Mavis the Pye was iome- 
time a King, yet tbeſe are but the fictions of Poets, and 3 
had rather habe you make it appeare that pour bzeſts are 
filled with Juſtice, Temperance, Wagnaninitty, Percy, 
anv ſuch other Uertues, which are required in a King, Foz 
to boaſt of Parentage, oz gifts of Nature, as pour faire 
white feathers, oz of Art, as Languages, Learning and the 
like, they may be 2ſtemed oꝛnaments to pꝛibate men: but 
Pzinces ſpould habe Power to make them fear d, and Uer⸗ 
tue to make them bo belobed, but in none of pou J find theſe 
qualities: and therfoze fince you babe 811 ſpoken pour 
mindes J would faine know why my Couſen Rapax the 
Hawk bath ſate mute all this while. The Hawk bearing 
bimſelf named by the Eagle, anſwered thus. Map it pleaſe 
pour higbhneſſe,. A know that my foꝛmer offences, and bl 
murthers are ſo odtous and batefull in the ſight of the birds, 
that I dare not open my beake to pꝛonsunce a ſyllable in mp 
own bebalf. But yet might it pleaſe them to remit and foz- 
give my fozmer offences, and pardon what is paſt, J would 
pꝛomiſe (if ſo be your Majeſty ſhould make me your Dub 
ſtitute)to rule ober the Commonwealth of Birds, with 
Juſtice, temperance, and equicy; inſt&d of killing and 
laying them with my Talons, J would pzotect them 
fꝛom the injury of Owles and other blod-ſuckers, who in 
the- Winter evenings dse pull the ſmall birds cyt of the 
buſbes, and ſo pzey upon them, when they ſhould ſpend their 
dapes peaceably, lep ſecurely, ſing ſwœtly, fed plentiful- 
lp, and libe merrilp. And beſſoes, as J habe power to ſwap 
the Empire. ſo A pzomiſe to rule ober the Commonwealty of 
Birds, wich JuKice and equity, and to give them the better 
£Curance that J will not pzobe a Tyzant, J am willing to 
babe my Talons pared off. Wherefoze if the birds doe like 
of my offer, to ſhew their conſent thereunto, let them clap 
their wings. Which was no ſooner heard, but the Birds on 
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ail eryed with one dopce : Fi Rex Eapar. Let the Hawk 
be King. T be Morrall. 


A Cuoing defſembler will alwayes cover his Vice with 


the death of Vertne, as may be ſeene by the Hawkes: 
ſpeech, who promiſing to ride with juſtice amongſt them, 
got ſo farre into the opinion of the birds, that they were 
content to chuſe him King, to avoid further ſtrife amongſt 
themſelves. Take heed therefore of faire ſpeeches, for all 
their words are mingled with diſſimulation. 


— — 


CHAP. V, 
How Rapax the Hawk had his talons pared off, and how 
the Eagle had re ſigned bis Scepter unto him, and made 
him King of the birds. 


A Fter the birds had conſented to the Hawkes ſpe .The 
X Hawk, becauſe thep had no edge twles amongſt chem, 
put his talons into the clift ofa tr&, and ſo never left pul- 


ling, till be had pulled chem quite off, and pet the hope of 


Soberaignety was ſo ft unto him that be felt no pain 
therein. Being thus unable to hurt. The Eagle ro out of 
bis ſeat, and cauſed the Hawk to fit therein, and afrerwarÞd 
delibered his Scepter unto him, and put bis Crown upon 
dis head, and then charged him to remember his pzomiſe, 
which was, to habe a care of his ſubjects. and be lobing unts 
tem; 8s alſo to þeare»tbeir complaints, to redzcfſe their 
greebancee, and to yeld (em relef, And chis ſer pou per- 
foꝛme, as you tender oz reſpect your owne life,fo2 ff at my re- 
tur ne from the arabian Deſart, A find chat you babe wꝛon⸗ 
ged mp Subjects, pou ſball be ſure to die foꝛ it. The Hawk 
anſwered, pat be boped dis Moeſt ie ſpould commend him at 
bis returne, and not find anp juſt cauſe of puniſpment, foꝛ 
tough J babe ben herg'ofoze counted cruel, and habe plit 
med upon the carusſſe ot many a (ſmall bird, as Larkes, and 
Sparrowes, and ſometimes upon Dobes, Partridges, 
Quatles, and the like, yet now pour ſubjects ſpall find me 
full of mercy, fog indeed J was then enfozced to be cruell by 


necetſity. At theſe wozds tbe Earl: tk wian ds taking . 
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birds had accompanied him ſome part of the wap, be ſent 

wem back again, charging them to be carefull fo obey e 

Hawk in all things. And lo flew en to the Deſart of Arti. 

The Merrell. 

T He nature of man is given to ſeek honour, which he 
thinkes to be a ſutficient reward for all his ſafferings, 

as may appear by the Hawk, who could endure to pluck: 

off his owne Talons, ia hope to be made King. 
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CHAP. VI. 
How the Hawk behaved himieif after the departure of 
the Eagle, and how hee requited Cawwood che Rook 
for teaching him to make away the Buzzard,us is ſhewed 
in the fit ſt Chapter. 
Þe Rigle being gone, the Hawk behabed himſelf be- 
ry lobingly foz the firſt week ; ag Nero, the firſt fibe 
peares of his raigne was counted the beſt of Kings, but af- 
fecward he pzobed the wozſt of Tprants ; ſo the Hawk diC- 
ſembled bis nature foꝛ a week oz foztnight, but afterward 
he had a great deſtre to ſped blood, and therefoze he began ts 
thinke how be might put Cawwood the Rook, to death,and 
tequits him foz bis foꝛmer kindnefſe in betraping the Buz« 
zard, and making bim ſtand blind⸗folded wich a clout abont 
bis head. till one came by and ſþot him with a birding⸗ piece. 
Now to bꝛing this to paſſe, be called many of the little birds 
together, and told them, that what cruelty bee had fozmerlp 
committed, was by the encouragement of the R who 
made him bel&be.that ſ&ing nature had allotted him no o; 
wer fd, it was lawful fez him te pzep upon al ſoꝛts sf birds 
and that now he was afraid left he ſpould put into his mind, 
the ſame bloody pꝛinciples again, and therefoꝛe to abopd ſu- 
ſpition; Mp lobing Subjects, ſaith be if any of you can ar- 
cuſe him of any ha inous crime (86 J know hee is guilty of 
many) J will grant you a day of hearing againſt him, that 
ſo,if hee cannot clear himſelf, he may ſuffer the puniſhment 
of death, which is due unfo his deferts : No ſooner had che 
Hawk ſpoben theſe woezds, but pzeſently they told his Pas 
jelly, that hep had ebcry one cauſe to complain 2% 
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bim. and therefs2e if he were once ſummoned to the Court, 
thep would be all ready to accuſe him. | 
5 Toe Moral 
T Hey whe employ others in wickedneſs, never love them 
any longer, than till their own purpoſe is effected, 
8s may appe are by the Hawk, who ſought the life of the 
Rook, after he had us'd bis invention to make away the 
Buzzard. S that he which furthers a mans vice, is belov d 
while ic is doing, but is ha ted when tis done, 


How Cawwo od the Rook was called to the Court to an- 


ſwer for himſelf, and how all the ſmall birds brought in 
their accuſations againſt him. 


= He P3wk began now to make known his blody na- 
1 ture, and therefoze ſent Corvino the Crow to ſummon 


the Rook to appcare at the Court of Sylvia, who accozdings- . 


ly came at the dap appointed, not doubting to receibe any 
tnjury from the Hiwk, being alwapes his ſriend, and there · 
foꝛe not fearing that now tefng made King, be would uſe 

his power to his deſtruction, but it pꝛobed far otherwiſe, fo2 

no \oner was Cawwosd came unto the Hawkes peefence 

but the awk commanded him to ſtand fozth and anſwer to 

ſuch matters as ſpould be laid againſt him, foz ſapes he, 

frien s Rook there are many complaints made againſt yon 

and I muſt doe juſtice, as J pꝛomiſed the Eagle at bis de- 

parture. When the Rook heard this, he began to change 

colour. 6 bis feathers began to ſtand up on end, what thought 

be ſpall I be betraped by Traytoꝛ? pet at loſt ſing no re* 

medy. he was fain to ſtand to it, while the Birds gathered 

round about him, being ell ready to complaine againſt him, 

and firſt Rubert the Robert began his enditement. 

; Tbe Moral. 

| & # Yrants doe alwayes pretend an outward ſhew of ju- 

I & tice, a3 may be ſeene by the Hawkes-ſpeech to Caw- 
wood the Rooke, who being affraid thereof, does ſnew that 
3 8 guilty conſcience is a thonſar A 2 - 
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CHAP, VIII. of 


How Rubert the Robin complained againſt Caw wood the 
Rook, | 
Am glad that we ſmall Birds habe now fre liberty ta 
ſhew our wꝛongs and gr bancca, which we have receibeo 
from C2w wood the Rook, who upon a time beougbt me 
in danger of my life,foz one dap as he a1d J were walking 
in a field by a hedge ſide, we chanced to come where there 
was a turfſet up with two ſtickes, and a little hole digged 
underneath it; began to aske him what it was. O ſapes he, 
doe pou not know what this is? then pou habe loſt many a 
faire woꝛme, foz it is neber without one oz two, and theres 
foze (ſafes he) if you hop into the bottom e of it peu ſball find 
my woꝛds true, but quoth J, fs there no danger in it? On 
(fapes be) Jle wacrant you foꝛ danger, whereupon J belœ- 
bing him, leapt upon the fozked Zick, and no loner was J 
ligh ted thereon, but pꝛeſent ly the tur fe fell upen mp head, fo 
that J was made cloſe pꝛiſoner in the Pitfell and there J 
continued, till at laſt a waggiſh bop, who had made the Pit- 
fall, came and toke me out, and with great jop carried me 
to his mother, but ſbe telling bim et was ill luck to burt a 
Rubin, àt laſt the boy was content onely to cut off my taple 
and let me flye, whereby J eſcaped the danger that the Rock 
had bzought me into, and therefoze J defice that we may 
habe juſt ice on him. 
The Sparcowes complaint, 
Wa the ſame malicious minde though not in the 
ſame manner, Cawwood the Rook bzought me 
in danger and pezill of mp life Foz one froſty morning there 
veing a great many Limeſttawes ſet on a dunghill, Caw- 
wood the R ok went amongſt them, and ſpying me upon 
the top of a Farne, called me downe unte him, and bid me 
come to him, foꝛ there were a great many Uheat cares 
ſcattered on the ground, wbereupon J being ſomewhat hun⸗ 
gry, byreaſaꝝ ot᷑ tte cold fcoſty weather, came flying ts him, 
ar d no ſwner had J begun topeck on one of the eares, but 
ſtraight the end ot one of the limed ſtrawes caught mo by the 
back, and another under the wing, o that I had much a doe 
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fo get from thence, foꝛ when be that watcht the ſtratvs, ſaw 
ene limed and taken, be came running out to catch mee, but 
then with all the ſtrength J bad, J made towards a bedge 
and having gotten into the bottom thereof,eſcaped the fow- 
lers hands. Thus J was betrayed by Cawwood the Rook, 
and A think there is no Bird but bath ſome accuſation 8- 
gainſt him. 0 
The Complait t of the Woodcock, 
M Ap it pleaſe pou, I was once coming througb a Mod 
with this Traytoz Caw wood the Rook, and as wee 
went, there was two oz thꝛe ſticks ſet juſt croſſe the path, 
with one great bended ſtick, whereon was a nOſe of hair. 
And as we came to them, asked theRook what this meant 
why ſays be it is a ſwing, whereon J am wont many times 
to ſtretch mp ſelf,at theſe woꝛds like a Woodcock as J was, 
J. went to take hold of the great ſtick, and thought to habe 
wong upon it, but no ſconer had J fet my ft upon the 


.; Bzidge but the Spzing flew up, and caught me by one of the 


legs, ſo that there I lay upzight, and ling ebery houre 
when the Fowler would come to fetch me, and if the hatte 
noſe. bad not bꝛeken, J had certainly long ere this ben roſt- 
ed, and ſer bed up to ſome rich mans Table. The Woodcock 
bad no ſoner ended his complaint, but there came in a Thruſn 
and a Starling like mapmed Souldiers hopping upon one 
logge, and ſeeing Caw wood the Rook ſtanding at the barre- 
WTbe Thruſh, becauſe ſhe was the better ſpeaker began ts 
tell their caſe , how that Cawwood the Rook made them be- 
lee be that a Birding perce was but a pipe which men uſe to 
play upon, twhereupon one moꝛning a Fowler coming to- 
wards us with a Pxxce, we thinking to heare bis pipe, ſat 
ſtill, ſo that be taking his aime diſcharged againſt us, and 
ſhot me into the legge, and mp bꝛother Sterling into the wing. 
Thus hath the Rook with his craft deceibed us many times, 
and many a bird hath he bzought to untimely end by his 
cuning. We beſ& the Hawk therefoze (who we heare is 
left ſubltitute in the Eagles abſence) that he, would puniſh 
the cruelty of the Rook · | 


* 
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| CHAP, IX. 
How Cawwood the Rook, weuld have anſwered for him- 
ſelf, but that Rapax the Hawk would not ſuffer him, 
but condemned him to perpetuall þaniſhment, | 


\ A ben Rapax the Hawk had heard theſe accuſations, 

againſt the Rook, he was bery glad thereof. And 
pet (as it is the nature of cuning trecherp) be ſeemed to 
pitty his calamitie, and told him be was ſozry to heare ſo 
many foule matters urged againſt him. J habe alwapes 
(ſapes be) had a god opinion of peu, but I fee how much 
we may be deceibed. And J wilþ that ſome other might 
gibe judgment on your crimes and offences, but yet ſince 
it bath pleaſed the Eagle fo gibe me all power, and to put 
the Scepter of iuſtice into my talons, there (ball no reſp: 
of friendſbip ſtay me, and therefoze pou muſt lok foz no 
moze mercy at my hands, then juſtice will permit. Foz al- 
beit yoy are mp friend, yet J muſt pzobe my ſelf a layall 
- Cubject to the E:gle, who bath put me in truft to ſee rewards 
and puniſpments equally diſtributed amongſt bis ſubfects, 
and this J take to be the true natuce of Juſtice. At theſe 
wozds the Rook began to pzepare bimſelf, and would 
fain habe anſwered the obiection of bis adverſaries, begin- 
ning to lþew that it was not bis craft, buf their folly which 
bzought them into danger; foz (ſaith he) if Nubert the Ro- 
bin will needs be pzeping into a Pitfall who can help it? oz 
if the Wo dcock wil take a ©pzinge foꝛ a Swinge it is 
not mp cuning but their ſimplicitie which beings them into 
danger, which by eſcaping they babe learned moze wit, and 
foought in iuſtice to gibe me thankes, foz now thep know 
bow to aboyd tbe like perills hereafter. Beſides all this, 
pou that ſit to condemne me, ought not to ſeeke my life, but to 
ſab: me f om my enemies, foꝛ you know how foz pour ſake 
I contriv'd an excellent debice to make away Fliwell the 
Buzzard, But at that woꝛd the Hawk commanded them to 
ſtop bis mouth, and that with a noſe 6Pbaire they (boultd 
fozthwith ſtrangle him. When the Rook ſat there was no 
wap but death. he began to intreate foz mercy wherupon the 
Hawk 
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Hawk conſd-ring better with þimſelf, pzonounced fhis 
ſentence agatnſt him. An regard that thou Cawwood the 
Rook haſt higbly tranſgreſſed and offended againſt the ' 
Commonwealth ot Birds, by deceiving Philip the Sparrow, 
Rubert the Robin, and Longbill the Woodcock, J doe here 


-baniſþ thee out of the Country, and ſend the to live fo eber 
in the Cfty. Since which time the . Citfe bath ben al- 
: wayes full of Rookes, Foz no ſoner was the ſentence gi⸗ 
den but the Parliament of Birds bzoke up, and the Rook 


flew away to the Citie, where be bath eber ſince remained, 
there being divers fozts of Rookes,as fo example, pour chea⸗ 
ting Gameſter is a Rook, 'and pour fellowes that cheate 
Country men are Rookes, the Tapſter that fills not his pot 
is a Rock, and be that dzinkes with pou and flips away 
when the reckoning comes to be pad is a Rook. And to 
conciide, there are ſo manp ſozts of-Rooks that J cannot 
reckon them, foꝛ ſometimes pour Rook will be in the ſþape 
ofa decayd gallant, ſomtimes ina thꝛedbare Cloake wai- 
ting at Bowling Allies, ſomtimes ina blew Aerkin like 
à Country man, and ſometimes in the Market in the ſpape 


of à Cutpurſe. And therefoze J would habe Countrymen 


buy-this Bok, fo2 though*ft be the H. (tory of the Rook, 
pet it will not colt them fo dear, as the acquaintance of 
theſe Citie Rooks, 

T be Morall. 


FR. feie fellowes, albeit they ſcape a great while, yet at 

lit are brought to ruine and diſgrace, for if they come 
once to publicke tryall, tken all their enemies are ready to 
accuſe them, as appeareth by the Rook, who after a dis 
cunning trickes was at laſt baniſhed to live in the Citie: 
fo that your Rook is born in the Country, and bred in the 
Citie, and this is the concluding Morall of this Chapter. 


FINIS. 


